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Master Corporal 
Jolly

On October 3rd 
Thursday, 2019 I arrived 
at Robert Land Academy 
at the age of 12 years old 
and I was 196 pounds, 
my height was 5’3. When 
I first arrived at Robert 
Land Academy, I felt 
Nervous, Frightened, Shy, 
Anxious, and Angry. The 
reason why I felt this way 
was because I wasn’t used 
to the new environment, 
society, and structure. 
When I arrived at Robert 
Land Academy, I had to 
go down to the QM to 
grab my uniforms and 
clothes, then I had to 
carry two heavy bags to 
the Barracks. 

At that time, I was in 
A-Company. When I 
got to the Barracks, I 
had to label my new 
clothes. I also had to 
organize my locker and 
make sure it was up to 
standard. My first day 
was alright, getting to 
know everybody and the 
standards of the Academy. 
My first few weeks were 
tough and I had a hard 
time adjusting. I had to 
learn drill and mess hall 
etique, which was difficult 
and annoying. I had my 
first phone call in my 
fourth week and when I 
called my parents I cried 

because I missed their 
voices. In my first month, 
I had to do POs which are 
Push-ups, Sit-ups, Chin-
ups and a 5 k run. For a 
pass, is 25 push-ups, 32 
sit-ups, and 27:30 for the 
5 k run.I did 6 push-ups, 
11 sit-ups, 0 chin-ups 
and I did the 5 k in 48:57. 
My first 4 months were 
tough and I had a hard 
time with my anger and I 
didn’t know how to deal 
with stress. I earned my 
first job, which was Phone 
IC and I had to make sure 
everyone wrote down 
their parent’s number and 
who they were calling and 
what time they started 
and ended. It was a decent 
job and I liked doing it. 
In December I had my 
first stand down and I 
went home. I felt really 
great to be home and see 
my family. I had to do 
Stand down Homework 
and I finished it and my 
teachers thought it was 
amazing, but I had never 
done Homework in my 
previous schools. 

In January I had to 
return to RLA. My first 
Standown was great. 
The first week back from 
Stand Down was rough, 
I had difficulty trying to 
get back on track. I was 
always tired and I was not 
used to waking up early. 
Then I got back on track 
the second week. On 

January 14, Tuesday 2020 
I got promoted to Cadet.  
Man, that was a feeling 
of happiness and great 
accomplishment. I was 
proud of myself that I got 
Cadet and I never thought 
I would actually earn it. 

After I got promoted, I 
earned a new job which 
was House IC. House IC 
was a bit harder, but I got 
through it. I struggled 
mostly with my anger 
and I went on multiple 
suspensions because of 
it. At the end of my first 
year I learned a lot. I 
knew I was coming back 
for my second year, so I 
tried to do good during 
the summer and make my 
parents proud. 

After the summer, I came 
back on September 6th, 
and I came back with 

a positive attitude and 
a positive mindset. I 
wanted to change and 
make better decisions, so 
I started following rules, 
doing better in class, 
and treating everyone 
with respect. Once I did 
that, I started to receive 
positive feedback from 
the staff, students and 
others. Out of nowhere I 
was told that I should try 
out for Platoon IC and I 
accepted the opportunity. 
After they (Company 
Commander and 
Company Sergeant major) 
tested me with the new 
job, they told me that I’m 
a good leader and that I 
would be a great example 
for others, so they gave 
me the main job to take 
care of the barracks. So I 
became the Barracks IC of 

Thank you to my parents for everything
B Company Report
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Amazing what can be achieved together
RD Smid, MMM, MB, CD
Lieutenant-Colonel (Retired)

Having just witnessed the closing 
ceremony and graduation parade, it 
is with a great sense of satisfaction 
and pride that I write this message 
for the last edition of The Loyalist 
this academic year.  So much has 
been accomplished at the Academy 
this year despite numerous 
challenges.  I know that for many it 
felt as though the year would never 
end and that the challenges were 
insurmountable.  It is worth taking 
a moment to remind ourselves of 
all that has been achieved.

First and foremost is the 
personal growth of our students 
academically, physically, and 
socially.  While I wouldn’t have 
wished it, Covid has served to 
underline this growth and in 
some instances contributed to 
it.  The students have become 
much more resilient because of 
the constant changes to their 
schedule and learning environment 
it required.  They have a much 
greater perspective on life in 
general and how to deal with 
change, and through sharing these 
challenges have developed a level 
of camaraderie difficult to imagine 
outside the Academy.  

It was a pleasure for me to see 
our staff and students so engaged 
athletically this year when Covid 
allowed.  We hosted a wrestling 
tournament; we had a successful 
volleyball campaign; we won 
the basketball championships; 
we played in the soccer 
championships; we had individual 
success at badminton; and we had 
numerous students participate in 

track and field with one student 
making it all the way to the 
provincials.  When superimposed 
over our own training for the 
Fall Exercise; mandatory physical 
education classes; and our monthly 
physical objectives training, I 
am confident that our boys have 
progressed significantly in the area 
of physical fitness and teamwork.

As a school community, we have 
also demonstrated what we can 
achieve when we come together in 
unison to achieve a collective goal.  
Our annual Signature Campaign 
saw the completion of the new 
rappel tower last fall and we have 
raised sufficient funds this year to 
begin the construction of a new 
science lab this summer which 
should be operational this fall.  
These projects represent increased 
opportunities for the boys and they 
wouldn’t have been possible if not 
for your assistance.

A significant part of our school 
community are our alumni.  Over 
the past year, they have become a 
significant force contributing to 
the success of the Academy.  They 
raised the money to construct our 
new sign which I am sure you have 
all noticed!  But it isn’t just a sign, 
it is a symbol.  A symbol of the 
resurgence of the alumni; a symbol 
of what can be accomplished 
when a group of individuals works 
together; and a symbol of future 
growth at the Academy.  The 
alumni have done so much more 
than just delivering a new sign.  
They have played an important 
role in mentoring the boys and 
demonstrating the living values 
of the Academy.  Through their 
participation on the Fall Exercise, 
individual visits to the Academy, 
and their recent Homecoming 

hosted at the Academy, there 
have been many opportunities for 
them to speak to the boys with a 
legitimacy and understanding that 
no one else possesses. 

I want to take a moment to thank 
all of our staff at the Academy 
whose hard work, day in and day 
out has created the conditions for 
all the successes outlined above.  
The teachers, the operations staff, 
and the support staff, demonstrate 
daily what can be achieved with 
teamwork.  I am always extremely 
proud to see how many dedicated 
individuals we have at the Academy 
who make your boys their number 
one priority.  

Finally, on behalf of the Board of 
Governors, the staff, and students 
of the Academy, I want to thank 
all of the parents and guardians 
for your support this past year.  
We are meant to be working as 
a team: staff, parents/guardians, 
and the individual boy.  When the 
three groups work together, we can 
accomplish some pretty amazing 
things.  Now enjoy your time 
with family and have a wonderful 
summer!

Message from the Headmaster



Barman Okah                                                                                                       

The school year has 
been a very weird and 
difficult experience at 
times.  Everything from 
COVID-19 to  the war 
in the Ukraine have all 
caused more anxiety and 
stress for the students, 
staff and parents of the 
Academy.  There was 
always one thing that 
drove me to keep on 
going this year, and that 
was the A Coy end-of-
the-year camping trip.  
The camping trip is that 
one time for me that I 
could just relax, hang 
out with friends and not 
have to press or polish 
anything while all of the 
everyday stress stays at 
the Academy. 

This year, the camping 
trip saw us separated by 
platoon.  One platoon got 
to stay out at Chippawa 
Creek Conservation Area 
first before 2 platoon.  I 
went with 2 platoon as it 
was comprised of Grade 
7 and 8 students.  When 
it was time to go we had 
to canoe 10 km., to the 
conservation area.  Well, 
I had to help pack instead 
as all the canoes were full.  
Which was fine with me, 
I am not a fan of water  
because I cannot swim.  
We packed the Academy 
van full of supplies and 
we set off.  After a brief 
twenty minute drive, we 
arrived at our destination.  
We split into 2 groups, 
one group went back to 
get the rest of the supplies 

and the other group 
stayed and began setting 
up tents.  I went back 
at the Academy to help 
with the second load of 
items.  After a lunch at 
the pavilion, Capt. Dyson 
announced that all Grade 
7 and 8’s were to get ready 
to paddle back to the 
Academy.  Immediately, 
I was panicked, my mind 
started racing and I was 
trying to find any way 
not to go canoeing, but 
it was no use, I had to go 
canoeing.

I was crushed.  It felt like 
I was paddling to my 
death.  I was placed in a 
canoe with Cdt. Soummer 
and Capt. Dyson.  Not 
going to lie, as soon 
as I sat down in the 
canoe, I started freaking 
out.  After some heavy 
breathing and talking to 
myself, I was calm enough 
to start paddling.  After 
another kilometer in the 
canoe, I started feeling 
comfortable paddling 
down the river.  Shortly 
after that, the fear was 
all gone.  After two and 
a half hours we made it 
back to the Academy.  It 
was nice to step back 
on solid land again, but 
canoeing was not near as 
bad as I thought it would 
be.  Once the canoes were 
back on the trailer and 
paddles and life jackets 
had been turned in.  We 
were allowed to shower 
and have some down time 
in the barracks before 
dinner.  Movie night with 
out One platoon was very 

good that night.
   
The following day, 
Two platoon got to go 
camping.  This time we 
got to ride in the van to 
the site.  As soon as we 
arrived, I asked to walk 
around the lake as I had 
heard from some older 
students that the trail 
was cool.  My tranquil 
nature walk turned into a 
feverish run when I was 
attacked by a red winged 
black bird.  For whatever 
reason this bird kept 
diving at my head and 
chirping.  It had massive 
talons that were as sharp 
as razor blades.  The wing 
span on this terrifying, 
clearly deranged bird 
must have been six plus 
feet long.  I sprinted to the 
pavilion that was hardly 
in view, barely escaping 
that skirmish with my life.  
After telling everyone at 
the pavilion about my 
close call with death, we 
played some football, 
poker, went swimming 
(with life jackets), and lots 

of biking.   That evening 
we had a special dinner.  
The Grade 7’s were able 
to partake in the Grade 
8 graduate dinner, it was 
STEAK!!  After dinner 
we had a campfire and 
later some delicious 
snacks from the kitchen 
staff to roast over the 
fire.   After identifying 
some constellations and 
talking with friends we 
went to bed late.  The 
next morning, we had 
breakfast, packed up and 
had more bike riding 
before returning to the 
Academy.

 The camping trip was 
something, I think was 
supposed to uplift our 
spirits and it did.  I 
also think that it was 
supposed to be a nice 
way to end the year on 
a good note, instead of 
classes and exams up 
until the last day.  The 
same way the camping 
trip let us finish our 

Ending year on a good note with uplifted spirits
A Company Report
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Lisa Lake
Health & Safety Committee

Everyone is looking forward to the lazy days of 
summer, but it is important to keep in mind health 
and safety measures.  Excessive heat and sunny days 
can cause heat stroke and sunburns.  Where possible, 
stay in a cool shaded area and drink plenty of water.  
Avoid over exertion by allowing more time for out-
side work and exercise in the early morning or later 
in the evening to avoid the heat of the day.  Sunscreen 
should be applied several times a day even if it is an 
overcast day. 
 
A favourite pastime for many is family picnics at the 
beach.  When packing food that will not be con-
sumed until later in the day, it is important to keep 
perishable items cold.  Use a proper food cooler with 

ice packs and keep in mind that some food items 
such as mayonnaise and lunch meat can cause food 
poisoning if left in the heat for extended periods of 
time.  Restrict the consumption of non-hydrating 
liquids such as alcohol, coffee, tea, and soft drinks. 
 
Many people suffer from allergies to bees, and they 
should always carry an EpiPen.  Wearing a medical 
alert bracelet or necklace indicating such an allergy 
should be considered if the allergy is life-threaten-
ing and are unable to communicate in the event of a 
sting. 
 
Sadly, the summer takes many lives by drowning.  If 
you are going to be boating or swimming never mix 
alcohol with these activities, keep lifejackets or life 
preservers within reach. 
 
Have a great summer from the Health and Safety 
Committee.

Health & Safety

year off on a good note, 
let me end this article 
for all of you on a good 
note.  For the students, 
I’m going to sound 
like the Headmaster 
for a moment.  You all 

should be very proud of 
yourselves, with what 
you have accomplished 
at the Academy, all of the 
friends you have made.  
For the Mothers, Fathers, 
Aunts, Uncles, whomever, 

you should be proud of 
your boys.  Please listen 
to me, I have been here 
for two years and I have 
accomplished so much, 
so please when you’re 
son goes home with you, 

look at him with the same 
pride and happiness he 
views at  you.  I hope 
everyone has a fun and 
safe summer and I’ll see 
most of you in September.

Ending year on a good note continued

A-Company. 

After September passed, I had to 
do a three day Fall Exercise march. 
That was exhausting and hard, but 
I got through it. The first day was 
the toughest, the second was less 
walking, then the last day was even 
more exhausting because I was 
sore from all the time spent on my 
feet. During the Fall Ex I tried to 
help others who were struggling to 
complete it and I also encouraged 
them to not give up and finish the 
task with a determined mind set. 
During my second year I earned 
5 promotions and at the end of 

it, I earned 5 major awards. My 
second year was an amazing year, I 
accomplished a lot and I was proud 
of myself. Then I went home for the 
summer. 

After the summer I returned back 
to RLA for my third year. It was 
a big jump from A-Company to 
B-Company. During my third 
year I struggled a lot, especially in 
School. But as the months passed, 
I got better and better. I struggled 
with POs, so I started to run and 
work out a lot. When 6 months 
passed, I saw a big difference in 
myself. At the end of my third year, 

I realized that it was my last year, so 
I thanked everyone for everything. 
I left Robert Land Academy with 
a total of 11 major awards and as a 
Master Corporal. My highest POs 
were 51 push-ups, 60 sit-ups, 9 
chin-ups and the 5 k in 21:07. I got 
better with anger management and 
my grades also got better. Robert 
Land Academy helped me with my 
struggles and most importantly it 
made me a better person during my 
3 years. I left RLA at the age of 15, 
my height was 5’10 and I was 157 
pounds. I want to end my story as 
saying Thank you to my parents for 
everything they have done for me.

Thank you to parents continued



Cadet Hewitt-Hunt

This place isn’t for someone who 
can’t handle stress. The rigid 
timings and order, the discipline 
and yelling. It’s not for everyone. 
For everyone else, it might be the 
best place for you. When I first 
came here I was less than OK. My 
grades wee failing, I was bullied 
constantly, I was floating around 
my life while putting on a smile 
saying everything was OK. 

My parents showed me the school 
and asked me if I wanted to go, 
which I recommend all parents 
to instead of just signing their 
child up. I made the decision to 
go. I was more than a little lost, 
messy and confused when I first 
came here and the structure was 
more than alien to me. I was still 
floating along at that point but 
this time people around me that 
were my age were pushing me to 
do better and not just adults. It’s 
impossible to count how much 
discipline I had tod o at the start. 
At one point I had more than one 
hundred laps that I needed to 
run because of how my mistakes 
built up. But after a while of what 
I considered to be the hardest 

experience in  my 
life, I improved. 
The discipline, 
the timings, the 
everything, it 
snapped me out of 
the loo p I was in. 
I cleaned myself 
up and got my act 
together about a 
quarter through my 
second semester. 

Now, I’m actually 
doing well. I still 
struggle from 
time to time but 
nobody is perfect. 
Most, if not all. 
Of the bullying 
has stopped. I’m 
holding an every-
changing 70% average and all the 
laps and pushups just didn’t pile 
up anymore. What this place does 
is bring out all your flaws and 
weaknesses into the light whether 
it’s from discipline, the timings or 
anything in between, and it forces 
you to work through them while 
under stress from others and even 
yourself. 

I’ve gone from floating to flying 

with the improvement I’ve made 
and I honestly can’t remember the 
last time I was given discipline. In 
no way is this place for everyone, 
but if you have tried everything 
then this place might be the shock 
that will wake you up. 

Next year is my grade 12 year and 
is going to be harder than ever 
but now I’m more ready for the 
challenge than I ever was.  

More ready for the challenge of Grade 12
C Company Report

The Founder’s Scholarship Fund
GiveToRLA.ca

“Much of my success I owe to RLA.” 

Your gift to the Founder’s Scholarship Fund
will allow a young man to find that success.

The fund provides tuition assistance to families whose 
sons would benefit from RLA’s program. 



Dr. David Harley
Deputy Headmaster

The Chinese philosopher 
Confucius (K’ug Fu-tzui) 
believed that to restore 
the morality and social 
order of his times, it was 
necessary to promote 
education.  His main 
ideas in that regard can 
be found in a book called 
The Great Learning 
which was a compilation 
of his teachings gathered 
by his students.   His 
views were summarized 
there as follows:

“The ancients who 
wished to illustrate 
the highest virtue 
throughout the empire 
first ordered well their 
own states.  Wishing 
to order well their own 
states, they first regulated 
their families.  Wishing 
to regulate their families, 
they first cultivated their 
own selves.  Wishing 
to cultivate their own 
selves, they first rectified 
their hearts.  Wishing 
to rectify their hearts, 
they first sought to be 
sincere in their thoughts.  
Wishing to be sincere in 
their thoughts, they first 
extended to the utmost 
their knowledge.  Such 
extension of knowledge 
lay in the investigation of 
things.

Things being 
investigated, knowledge 
became complete.  
Their knowledge 
being complete, their 
thoughts were sincere. 
Their thoughts being 

sincere, their hearts were 
rectified.  Their hearts 
being rectified, their own 
selves were cultivated.  
Their own selves being 
cultivated, their families 
were regulated.  Their 
families being regulated, 
their states were rightly 
governed.  Their states 
being rightly governed, 
the whole empire was 
made tranquil and 
happy.”

Being contacted by a 
patron as to his state 
of health, Confucius 
reported that “He is 
simply a man who, in 
his eager pursuit of 
knowledge, forgets his 
food; who, in his joy (of 
its attainment) forgets 
his sorrow; and does 
not perceive that old 
age is coming on.”  He 
died in 479 BC at the 
age of 72.  He has lived 
on however as arguably 
the most influential 
philosopher of all times 
and continues to be 
venerated in much of 
Asia and beyond as the 
iconic teacher.

So what is the relevance 
of Confucius today and 
what is the message to 
be absorbed?  Perhaps 
it is this, that each piece 
is an interdependent 
part of a whole and that 
the basis of social order 
is the family and each 
individual within it.  
What happens within the 
family has ramifications 
far beyond it.   Not only 
your actions, but the 
legacy that you leave 
behind in the form 

of your children goes 
beyond individual self-
interest and extends to 
the society as a whole.    
We have all heard about 
our carbon footprint.  
What about our social 
imprint?

There is much reason for 
despondency about the 
state of our community, 
country and the  world 
and in these matters 
our responsibility is 
both circumvented and 
circumscribed by our 
power to act.  However, 
whereas we may not be 
able to effect the changes 
we would wish upon the 
world, we can certainly 
start with ourselves 
since if we cannot work 
on perfecting ourselves 
how can we possibly 
justify targeting the 
imperfections outside of 
us?

As we approach this 
culminating period of 
the school year, there 
is a focus on education 
and educational 
accomplishments.  
Throughout ministries 
of education and 
schools there is much 
talk about the love 
of learning and the 
importance of lifetime 
learning.  However, 
the authentic desire to 
learn is founded upon 
an acknowledgement 
of our own ignorance 
which in turn is based 
upon a foundation of 
fundamental humility 
in the face of an 
acknowledged reality so 
much larger than our 

own small window into 
it.    
Ignorance defines its 
own limitations by 
denying the existence of 
what it does not already 
possess.  Increasingly, 
we witness tendencies 
of intolerance of other 
opinions as we defiantly 
plant our own flag in 
the soil and claim the 
territory as our own.  
As each refuses to learn 
having established 
for all time their own 
intellectual boundaries, 
the possibility for any 
real education ceases 
in response to which 
stagnation can be the 
only outcome.

Education is beyond 
school, beyond 
classrooms, certificates 
and diplomas.  
Education is the process 
of the assimilation 
of knowledge and 
experience in the 
pursuit of meaning.  
It transcends life by 
defining it.

Confucius’ relevance in today’s classrooms



Major Bill Simmons
Academic Officer

I am sitting in Ivy 
Hall during our first 
examination period. It is 
very quiet. There is only 
the shuffling of feet, the 
shuffling of papers, the 
scribbling of pencils, 
the clicking of pens. The 
students’ heads are craned over their papers, and 
periodically I see a student look off into the distance 
to find an answer in his imagination. The hum of the 
air conditioning is the only non-academic sound in 
the gymnasium.

We have been two years without exams.  Everyone 
has shown trepidation about the boys’ ability to 
handle this stress: students, parents, and teachers. 
But right now, stress sounds like silence. It looks like 
row upon row of diligence. It’s too early for the smell 
of smoke rising from their ears. 

Exams are never about the exam itself. We don’t 
need to memorize a diagram of photosynthesis to 
see the wonder of flowers or identify literary terms 
to understand the beauty of language or calculate 
force to know the feeling of falling in love. In twenty 
years, they will not remember the contents of these 
leafy pamphlets.

When these exams are done, they will realize the 
importance of preparation and perseverance. When 
these boys become men and live in the workforce, 
they will know that every day is a test, that every day 
has stress, that in every day you won’t have all the 
answers. 

Today’s paper exam is tomorrow’s experience. 
They’re doing now what they were afraid of 
yesterday. These exams are testing who they are, 
and in quiet shuffling of papers and feet, I don’t see 
anyone failing. 

Today’s exam is 
tomorrow’s experience

Trophies carry dust
Captain Troy Krywulak
Athletic Director
It would be easy to measure the 
success of our athletics program 
this year in its accomplishments.  
The basketball team won the 
Niagara Regional High School 
Athletic Association (NRHSAA) 
Tier Two Championship.  Our 
cross-country team qualified for 
the Southern Ontario Secondary School Association 
(SOSSA) Championship.  For the first time in six 
years, we had a student, Joshua Steele, qualify for the 
OFSAA Track and Field Championship.  Another 
student-athlete, Daniel Kim, was a zone champion 
in badminton.  However, five-time Olympic medalist 
Mary Lou Retton observed, “A trophy carries dust.  
Memories last forever.”  

There was no shortage of noteworthy, inspiring 
memories this year.  Here are a few that spring to mind: 

- The volleyball team, after losing so many heartbreaking 
five-set matches all season, found itself down two sets 
to nil in its final regular-season game and managed to 
win the last three sets to win the game.  

- Liang was promoted on the morning of the first 
cross-country meet.  Surrounded by his teammates, 
he was given his blue beret by the Headmaster at the 
finish line just after competing.  

- This year’s Fall Exercise concluded on the grass outside 
Old Fort Erie.  Students’ faces were filled with smiles as 
they celebrated each other’s accomplishments, cheered 
on each group as they finished, and shared stories of 
their respective adventures.

- Several students ran with their peers during PO runs 
to support and encourage them to pass for the first 
time. 

- The school spirit shown in the basketball 
championship game as students on the sidelines 
chanted “DE-FENCE!” and “Let’s go, Loyalists!”

- The soccer team’s heart and determination to 
attempt to make a comeback from 5-0 down in the 
championship game, coming so close to tying the 
game.

Thank you to this year’s collection of student-athletes 
for creating another series of indelible memories in 
each other’s lives. 



We made it to the end of the year
Paul Zahra
ASM

We made it, it’s the end of the year! We’ve had a 
difficult two years, but this one rank up with some 
of the hardest years that I can remember. Right after 
Christmas several boys and staff had covid and we 
had to be isolated in companies. We delivered meals 
by toboggan to the barracks due to one of the worst 
snowstorms in years. Gentleman, you weathered it 
well. I know many adults that had a difficult time and 
had more issues adjusting then you have. That speaks 
to your strength of character and will serve you well 
in the future. 

This year is not the normal year from missing almost 
all off-campus activities, parades, and community 
service in our local areas. There was no Bataan death 
march, Massanutten trip to Virginia and Washington, 
and many more out trips that we participate in. The 
Fall Ex was not the normal Fall Ex without our friends 
from the New Mexico National Guard, RMC, and 
other military schools in United States.  We missed 
the comradery between the schools which makes the 
Fall Ex such a unique event. I am so looking forward 
to going back to our normal routine. We did have 
a Gala, Annual Inspection, and an Alumni home 
coming weekend, all three events were very success-
ful and once again, you boys shined. I’m also excited 

to be able to showcase your 
talent and skills to our guests 
when they come on cam-
pus. I look forward to taking 
groups of boys off campus, 
I took a group of boys off to 
help with a local boxing event, 
throughout the night, I had 
many people come to me and 
ask about the boys that attend 
and comment how helpful and 
polite they were. I’m always proud to tell anyone that 
asks where we are from. 
It looks like we are moving in a good direction with 
Covid and many of the restrictions we had this year 
will be gone and hopefully a normal school year next 
year. I don’t want to jinx it so knock on some wood 
for luck.

For the graduates, I’m in contact with many old boys. 
The boys that have been most successful in univer-
sity and in life, have taken the values with them and 
have incorporated them into their everyday lives. The 
values are a great guide to live your life by, the values 
will help and guide you though difficult times. To the 
rest of the boys coming back and moving on, I look 
forward to seeing you and hearing from you. Have 
a great summer and good luck to all of you in your 
future endeavours.

….. And just like that, 
another academic year is 
in the books! It feels like it 
was just yesterday that we 
were dropping our son off 
for another school year.  

As I reflect back on this 
past year, I am so happy 
to see many activities 
resume for the boys, as 
well as parents!  The many 
activities on campus, with 
our sons, were such tre-
mendous opportunities to 
experience the Academy 
while spending invaluable 

time with our son’s.

This was our first oppor-
tunity to experience the 
graduation and closing 
ceremonies at the Acad-
emy.  What an event this 
was! Watching the parade 
and closing ceremonies, 
with our son’s in their 
scarlet’s, was such a phe-
nomenal moment.  I’m 
certain so many parents 
felt such a great sense of 
pride watching their boys 
excel, grow and experi-
ence so much success, 

over this past year.

Next year, I look forward 
to an even more normal 
year, as everything contin-
ue to open up.  According 
to the Head Master, there 
are many more exciting 
opportunities for the boys 
to experience and grow, 
in the upcoming year!

On behalf of myself and 
the entire family Guild, I 
wish you and your family 
the best for the summer 
season! We look forward 

to seeing you, along with 
your sons, on the intake 
days, in early September!

Greetings from the Family Guild



Celebrating a year of success at Annual Review
RCAC Report

J.T. Lewis, Civilian Instructor 
2968 RCACC.

It was a day to celebrate the suc-
cesses of the past year for the cadets 
of 2968 RCACC Saturday, June 4, 
2022, as the corps hosted it’s 42nd 
Annual Cadet Review. 
The corps is made up of students of 
Robert Land Academy in Welland-
port, Ontario.
The reviewing officer was Briga-
dier-General Chris Ayotte, OMM, 
CD, Chief of Army Strategy.
“The annual review is an important 
tradition for a year of hard work is 
on display for the corps members 
to proudly show what they have 
learned during the training period,” 
Ayotte said in his address to the 
corps and honoured guests. “You 
have most certainly honoured that 
tradition with an excellent parade 
today.” 
He recalled how he was a member 
of cadets when in his youth. 
“I remember all the work involved 
in preparing for the annual review,” 
he said. “More importantly I am 
remembering the satisfaction that 
came from executing a great parade 
for our family, our friends, and for 
ourselves.” 
LCol. Ryan Smid, Chair of the 
Support Committee also spoke to 
assembled cadets.
He said that if it wasn’t for the offi-
cers/staff of the corps we wouldn’t 
be here today. 
“I want to personally thank Capt. 
Leo Giovenazzo CD,” Smid said. 
“He took over during COVID and 
very difficult times, he has a wealth 
of experience that he has shared 
with us, and while our corps has 
not yet hit its highest year, because 
of COVID, I look forward to next 

year.”
“I know next year 
is going to be 
even better than 
this year,” he said. 
“What you are 
participating 
in right now is 
only a fraction 
of what the cadet 
program can 
offer you,” Smid 
said. “Part of that 
is COVID and 
part of that is just us getting up to 
strength with staff.” 
“I am extremely proud of you today 
to see much many of you have 
grown in the program,” he said. 
The final address came from the 
Corps Commanding Officer Capt. 
Leo Giovenazzo CD.
“What a year,” Giovenazzo said. 
“First we’re allowed to do cadet 
stuff, then we couldn’t, then we 
could again.”
“COVID played games for us this 
year making it difficult for activities 
to carry on,” he said. 
“But what a successful year we’ve 
had,” he said. 
“Could we have done more, yes 
we could have,” he said. “However, 
under these circumstances, things 
went well.” 
“This year we started with marks-
manship practice very early in the 
year in an effort to get a biathlon 
team ready for competition,” he 
said. “To my knowledge, this is 
the first time we have competed in 
biathlon competition for 2968.”
“We had two cadets go on and 
receive medals and win that part of 
that competition,” he said. 
“Earlier in the year, they were 
allowing the expedition program to 

run,” he said. “Fifteen cadets from 
Robert Land Academy, 2968, went 
out to Shorthills and participated a 
week before our 80 km ruck march 
on a cold, wet, rainy day.”
“2968 participated, the cadets rose 
to the challenge and all came back 
proud of their accomplishments,” 
he said. 
“In the recent marksmanship com-
petition, 2968 had two teams enter 
this year for the first time in nine 
years,” he said. “2968 finished in the 
12th and 13th spot out of 66 teams 
in the area competition in Zone 8. 
Way to go.”
“From our junior cadets, Cdt. 
Mayer, second place junior in Zone 
8 for the marksmanship competi-
tion,” he said. “Cdt. Tao third place 
in the same competition.”
He called for a round of applause 
for the marksmanship team.
“You should be so proud of your-
selves,” Giovenazzo said. 
“I know I am proud,” he said. “I’m 
proud of what this cadet corps has 
accomplished this year, it was a 
tough year.”
“Now it is time to move forward 
from COVID,” he said. “Come Sep-
tember I’m hopeful we will be back 
to overnight training, camp outs to 



do field training exercises, 
orienteering competi-
tions.”
He went on to discuss 
that there are many things 
at the regional level for 
our cadets to participate 
in that they have not seen 
before. 
“Once this stuff opens 
back up and we are al-
lowed to do it again, we 
are going to do everything 
possible and I am looking 
forward to seeing our ca-
dets participate in a drill 
competition,” Giovenazzo 
said.
“I look forward to cadet 
returning in September 
and having a fun cadet 
experience,” he said. 
The annual review in-
cludes the presentations 
of special awards to de-
serving cadets. 
The following received 
awards for being the top 
cadet in their division:
• Top Green Star – 
LCpl. Gagne
• Top Red Star – 
LCpl. Suing
• Top Silver Star – 
Cpl. Charles Cafelli
• Top Gold Star – 
MWO Nicholas Mantle
MWO Nicholas Mantle 
and Sgt. Mykola Toews 
also received service 
medals for four years of 
continuous service in the 
cadets. 
LCpl. Johann Mayer re-
ceived the Top Marksman 
award. 
“Winning the Top Marks-
man award, it was really 
a big surprise for me,” 

Mayer said. “During the 
competitions I was not 
thinking about awards, 
just doing well.”
“I thought Tao would’ve 
won it over me,” he said. 
“I thought he was better 
than me in competition.”
Cpl. Calvin Barry was 
awarded with the Syd 
Lyttle Award for Esprit de 
Corps“That made me feel 
really proud,” Barry said. 
“I had no idea that I was 
showing the best attitude 
out of all the cadets in 
the academy. I was really 
surprised and it made me 
really happy to receive the 
award.”
Sgt. Mykola Toews re-
ceived the Cadet of the 
Year Award. 
“I didn’t think I would get 
it,” Toews said. “But, when 
I did get it, I felt like I was 
on top of the world.”
The Lord Strathcona 
Medal was presented to 
Sgt. Charles Donville. 
This medal is the highest 
award which can be given 
to a cadet recognizing 
their exemplary perfor-
mance in physical and 
military training.
“Definitely took me by 
surprise,” Donville said. 
“I’ve done a lot in the 
program and I’ve enjoyed 
it all.”
“Perseverance and hard 
work, well, they can pay 
off,” he said.  
Commanding Officer 
Leo Giovenazzo, CD, was 
presented with the bar 
for his CD by reviewing 
officer BGen Ayotte. A 

CD is awarded in the Ca-
nadian Forces for 12 years 
of exemplary service, the 
bar is awarded after an 
additional ten years of 
exemplary service.
After the parade the re-
viewing officer and guests 
took in the displays where 
cadets highlighted their 
years work in expedition 
training, marksmanship 
training, first aid train-
ing and more. A popular 
stand was where guests 

could sample MRE which 
soldiers eat while in the 
field. 
Once the reviewing officer 
took in the displays, LCpl. 
Oscar DaSilva entered 
into a deep discussion 
with the general on how 
to get that great shine on 
his shoes. 
The day was topped off 
with a barbecue prepared 
by the kitchen staff at 
Robert Land Academy. 

BGen Ayotte presents Sgt Toews with the Cadet of 
the Year Award (top); Cpl Barry was presented the 
Syd Lyttle Award from Cap. Miliken, and Sgt Donville 
receives the Strathcona Medal from CO Giovenazzo 
(previous page).  Photos by JT Lewis

Annual Review Cont’d



Supporting The Academy
Robert Land Academy is a not-for-profit organization. School fees cover the costs to 
operate the school however additional programming, capital improvements and the 
Founder’s Scholarship Fund are funded solely through donations. 

RLA is currently raising funds for three major campaigns: The Founder’s Scholarship 
Fund; The Building Potential Fund for capital improvements; and this year’s signature 
campaign The Science Lab. 

All support, by attending events or donating directly to the school, is warmly 
appreciated and allows us to help our students reach their full potential in all areas of 
their lives. 

Please visit
www.GiveToRLA.ca
for more information on each of the campaigns or to make a donation to the school. 

RLA is a not-for-profit organization and donations are eligible for charitable tax 
receipts.

The Signature Campaign - New Science Lab

Robert Land Academy
6727 South Chippawa Rd
West Lincoln, ON  L0R 2J0
Charitable registration #: 123350886
RR 0001

As modern technologies emerge, 
and new science curricula are 
developed, our students have a 
critical need for the understanding 
of science. Updating the current 

lab facilities will allow our science 
department to more fully meet 
the educational needs of the next 
generations of students and make 
science an exciting and engaging 
subject for all students.

This project will ensure that the 
new science classes are able to 
enjoy high quality science demon-
strations and experiential learning 
in a safe, modern, and up to date 
laboratory environment. 

RLA teachers always provide the 
best academic programs to our 
students and a new science lab 
will enhance their ability to offer 
science students improved achieve-
ment in mathematics and science, 
increased awareness of engineering, 
understanding of and ability to do 
engineering design, and increased 

technological literacy.

The goal for the 2021-2022 Signa-
ture Campaign is to raise $150,000 
to build a state-of-the-art science 
lab. RLA’s science department is 
currently working with Canadian 
Scientific Lab Systems to provide a 
proposal for a new lab. 

Thanks to the generous support of 
parents, including a single gift of 
more than $27,000, as well as the 
work of the Family Guild, we have 
reached a third of our goal. 

For more information on how your 
gift can help RLA students discover 
STEM education and the benefits 
it provides, or for information on 
donor recognition, please contact 
Sarah Whitaker, swhitaker@rla.ca 
or 905-386-6203 ext 228.

Founder’s 
Scholarship

Fund



Alumni homecoming event a great success
Alumni Committee Report

Bill Bates 
1983-87

The inaugural Homecoming Event 
was a great success from the moment 
I arrived at the Academy with other 
alumni as we were greeted by ASM 
Zahra and staff at Ritchie Hall! The 
grounds looked great and we were 
made comfortable as we settled into 
Fitzgibbon. The smell of the barracks 
and the Niagara air was reminiscent 
of many a day spent on the 168 acres 
upon which the Academy sits. I en-
joyed the meals in the Mess Hall with 
staff, students, alumni and guests. 
Having the opportunity to speak with 
the boys, whether at length or just in 
passing was a breath of fresh air to 
my soul. On occasion, I found myself 
sitting up straight and walking lock-
step with a few boys and the ASM! 
Old habits die hard sometimes!

Saturday was replete with moments 
of excitement and relaxation as we 
enjoyed the ribbon-cutting ceremony 
for the new and glorious sign wel-
coming guests to the Academy! The 
sign truly does justice to the Acade-
my and all it stands for! Then we en-
joyed a tour of the Academy and saw 
all the improvements to the buildings 
and grounds. Air conditioning!?! 
I bet that is a relief to all when the 
hotter days of late Spring and Sum-
mer are in swing.  A quick visit to the 
Quarter Master Stores to purchase 
items of kit and swag is always a trip 
down memory lane. I sport RLA gear 
with pride as I know you do as well.

The softball tournament was a 
delight and a comedy of infield and 
outfield errors at times, sprinkled 
with camaraderie, good sportsman-
ship, and laughs and cheers from all! 
The Alumni team squeeked by the 

Student team and took 
a trouncing at the hands 
of the Staff team who 
played as if their hon-
our depended on it! We 
all played well and I’m 
certain next year’s game 
will be just as much fun.

After the game we 
enjoyed a BBQ in front 
of Fitzgibbon Hall with 
the entire Academy. Yet 
another opportunity to 
interact with the boys 
and catchup with old 
colleagues and meet 
new staff and share 
stories with alumni and 
their guests. I couldn’t 
ask for a better time and 
I look forward to doing 
it again!

We then headed out to 
the Depot and had a 
bonfire with Col. Smid, 
shared stories, had a hotdog, hot 
chocolate, and even got to hear the 
boys calling Sunset from a distance! 
That was a special moment I had not 
expected. It was rather solemn and 
inspiring for me at the same time. A 
real treat.

Sunday arrived after a refreshing 
sleep, and after breakfast we had the 
chance to climb the rock wall and 
rappel the beautiful new tower which 
was generously funded mostly by the 
Aubrey Marla Dan Foundation, if I’m 
not mistaken. Knowing that so many 
people will enjoy the challenge it 
provides is reassuring and I am very 
grateful for the opportunity to suc-
cessfully climb all the way to the top 
twice! I had never done that before 
so I now know that I am capable of 

overcoming that fear and to me that 
is part and parcel of the Academy’s 
mission. To help people achieve new 
levels of success and discover un-
tapped potential.

At noon, we enjoyed a final meal, 
another chance to share giggles 
and chat, and several alumni were 
presented with a Baker’s Badge in 
Landholme Hall! I look forward 
to the Fall Ex this October 4-6 and 
seeing more of us Old Boys, staff and 
students alike earn and be presented 
with theirs upon successful comple-
tion of the gruelling and rewarding 
tradition. There’s nothing else like it 
and I encourage alumni to mark the 
date October 4-6 on their calendar 
and register as early as possible!

See you there and enjoy the summer!



Thank You
Your support makes it possible for Robert Land 
Academy to provide our students with experiences 
and opportunities that enhance their education and 
teach leadership, resiliency, and confidence. 
We warmly appreciate every gift to the Academy 
and every supporter of the school and our mission. 
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