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First and foremost, it 
is a great pleasure to 
bring congratulations 
on behalf of the Board 
of Governors to   our 
Grade 8 and Grade 12 
Graduates.  Each year 
the Board takes great 
interest in hearing 
where our graduating 
students are heading 
next year to continue 
their academic careers.  
Acceptance at these 
prestigious universities 
and colleges is such a 
tangible example of the 
success of the Academy 
that all underclassmen 

and staff take pride 
in these individual 
accomplishments.
For every student, 
regardless of grade 
or whether you are 
returning to Robert 
Land Academy, it is 
our sincere hope that 
all your hard work and 
accomplishments this 
year will help you build 
on your success for years 
to come.
For this group of young 
men, the events of Covid 
19 will be punctuated 
by their experience at 
Robert Land Academy.  
Despite the pandemic, 
this group will have 
a shared experience 

of success in an 
exceptionally challenging 
time, leaving them with 
a understanding of the 
values of the Academy 
and how they can ensure 
your success through the 
challenges of life.
On behalf of the Board, 
I wish everyone a safe 
and happy summer.  For 
those who are returning, 
we look forward to more 
personal interaction with 
you and your family as 
life returns to normal.  
For those who are 
moving on, please stay in 
contact with the Academy 
and the Alumni.  We look 
forward to hearing of all 
your successes. 

Congratulations to Graduates



Cadet M Soummer

It used to be fun to watch people 
get frustrated.  It was amusing to 
see how far I could push people to 
get stuff I wanted.  Watching their 
response and their confusion with 
something I had done or said was 
so interesting.  

I said “used to” because it is 
even more fun now to take on 
responsibility and look forward to 
new responsibilities.  Admittedly, 
I didn’t arrive at RLA with a great 
attitude.  Unaware of terms like 
insubordination, manipulation, 
interrupting, and many others was 
a huge learning curve for me.  It 
wasn’t long until I had accumulated 
a lot of laps.  It was strange that 
all of a sudden consequences were 
piling up and no one wanted to 
pay attention to me when I was 
insubordinate or manipulative or 
purposely interrupting.  What was 
happening?  Why did I get push 
ups issued right away for trying to 
talk over CSM?  Why won’t CSM 
believe me when I told him that my 
beret must be in laundry?  Why did 
the CSM give me laps for leaving 
my clothes out on my bed?  What is 
going on?

One afternoon, I watched an 

interaction between a 
peer talking back and 
clearly lying to CSM.  Is 
that what I sound like 
when I lie?  Do I look 
that guilty when I lie?  
Do I look that bad and 
throw a temper tantrum 
when the CSM doesn’t 
believe me?  Am I that 
desperate to get the CSM 
to believe me?  Wait 
a second…I need to 
rethink everything!  It 
was so weird to see this 
interaction from the sideline.  All 
of a sudden there was a visible 
problem with my current conflict 
resolution procedures!  What do I 
do now?  I don’t want to lose face 
in front of my peers, but I won’t 
want to look like my peer that was 
arguing with the CSM.  I felt lost, 
not knowing what to do or how to 
act.  

After a couple of very anxious, 
nerve-wracking weeks I was 
formed up and waiting to report 
at lap station.  I was near the back 
of the Coy.  Just listening to all 
of the names and lap totals being 
called, watching who was being 
loudly encouraged to run faster it 
became apparent the students that 
regularly argued and a few that 

were up after lights were the ones 
complaining about running laps 
and the students that hardly argued 
were talking about going fishing 
or playing football while the other 
students ran their laps.  

I felt like a driver at a stop sign, 
trying to decide which turn was 
better to make.  One was familiar, 
but one seemed exciting and much 
more logical.  When I feel unsure 
of which turn to make now, I try to 
look to see who has turned which 
direction and what is waiting for 
them at their destination.  After 
earning the position of Barracks 
Warden, and eager to take on new 
responsibilities, I hope I can return 
in the fall as a House IC and help 
others make better turns
Have a great summer,

Deciding on the more exciting, logical path
A Company Report

Page 2

The Founder’s Scholarship Fund
GiveToRLA.ca

“Much of my success I owe to RLA.” 

Your gift to the Founder’s Scholarship Fund
will allow a young man to find that success.

The fund provides tuition assistance to families whose 
sons would benefit from RLA’s program. 
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Success in a tough year
RD Smid, MMM, MB, CD
Lieutenant-Colonel (retired)

  And just like that the year is 
over.  What at times felt like the 
longest year in recorded history 
is over in what now feels like 
the blink of an eye!  It certainly 
was a year like no other and that 
we have successfully completed 
it is testament to the inner 
strength and resiliency of all of 
us: students, staff, and parents/
guardians.  We should all be rightly proud.  
I want to first congratulate our students and especially our 
graduates.  This has been an incredibly difficult year to be a 
student: fewer leaves and stand downs; no organized sports; 
no excursions off campus; online learning for half the year; 
and the list goes on.  Yet despite the adversity, you rose to the 
challenge and found a way to succeed.  You are all stronger 
from this experience.  I look forward to welcoming back 
those students returning next fall and want to wish our 
graduates all the best as they undertake the next step of their 
education.  As alumni, you will always have a home at the 
Academy. 
The boys aren’t the only ones who worked hard this year and 
persevered in the face of adversity.  I want to acknowledge the 
efforts and sacrifices made by their parents and guardians.  
Without your support and encouragement, the boys would 
not have been in a position to succeed.  It is tough being a 
parent because there is no safety net.  This is always true but 
was even more prevalent during the pandemic when there is 
so much uncertainty and so little concrete information upon 
which to make decisions.  I applaud you all for your efforts 
on behalf of your boys and thank you for the support you 
showed to the Academy and our staff.
Finally, my sincere thanks to the dedicated men and women 
of the Academy who have worked tirelessly this year in 
support of the boys.  Quite literally, we would not be at this 
point if not for your continuous efforts and positive attitude 
in the face of a constantly changing environment.  Despite 
the difficult personal circumstances that many of you had 
to work through this year, exacerbated by lock downs and 
safety protocols, you always worked to keep the boys safe and 
to assist them in meeting their potential.  I could not ask for 
more.
I hope each of you have a relaxing and restful summer spent 
with friends and family.  You certainly deserve it!

Message from the Headmaster
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Robert Land Academy
6727 South Chippawa Rd
Wellandport, ON  L0R 2J0
905-386-6203
www.rla.ca contact@rla.ca

Support RLA
Robert Land Academy 
is a not-for-profit 
organization. School 
fees cover the costs 
to operate the school 
however additional 
programming, 
capital improvements 
and the Founder’s 
Scholarship Fund are 
funded solely through 
donations. 

Please visit 
www.GiveToRLA.ca

Along with the 
Founder’s Scholarship 
Fund and our 
Building Potential 
Fund, which covers 
campus improvements 
and major repairs, 
RLA recently raised 
funds for a rappel 
tower through our 
2021 Signature 
Campaign. 

The climber has 
reached the top of 
his rappel tower 
thanks to a grant 
from the Dan 
Foundation and 
funds raised by the 
Family Guild wine 
tasting event. 

We appreciate the 
support for our 
students and the 
school. Thank you!

Founder’s
Scholarship

Fund



Cadet Finkle

Nervous, confused, uneasy, mis-
erable and angry as can be. These 
emotions were my initial response 
to being brought to Robert Land 
Academy. 
Hello, my name is Cadet Finkle, 
and this is my story so far. 
On February 3 I had just been 
brought to Robert Land Academy 
by my mother. I said my goodbyes 
and slowly walked into Operations. 
I was told to wait on the floor stick-
ers outside the nurse’s office. I stood 
there puzzled, observing my fellow 
recruits who I was about to embark 
on this journey with. It took a little 
bit of time to get used to referring 
to everyone as “Sir” or “Mam” but 
I eventually got the hang of it after 
practicing g it on a daily basis. 
Once all the new recruits had been 
screened, weighted and measured; 
we sorted through our personal 
items and were only given back the 
essentials. At this point, the journey 
to bettering ourselves had begun, 
even though none of us knew it at 
the time. 
After everybody was given their 
kit, the real fun began. We began 
to relentlessly label all of our kit, 
and I mean everything! We weren’t 
really sure why we’re doing this but 
it was soon explained to us. We had 
gotten rid of our previous posses-
sions when coming to Robert Land 
Academy, so all of these items were 
essentially everything we owned, 
making it extremely important to 
know what was yours. We began 
getting settled in for our next week 
of recruit course training. The 
names of staff, the history of the 
school, the locations, landmarks 
and the basics to drill would all be 

featured on the recruit test. Before 
I knew it the recruit course was 
over, all of us completed the drill 
and paper test, along with our first 
try at POS, which no one did too 
amazing at since we were all in very 
bad shape coming into the school. 
I ended my recruit training with a 
99% on the paper test and a 86% 
on the drill test. I felt accomplished 
and happy with myself, something I 
hadn’t felt in a long time. 
After our tough but rewarding 
week at B Company, Cdt Carter, 
Barman Hansen, Rct DaSilva and 
I moved all of our kit over to C 
Company. I entered the C Coy 
barracks and instantly thought, “it 
felt like summer camp!” There were 
high wood ceilings with hardwood 
floors and brand new bathrooms 
and showers. After meeting my 
bunkmate, Barman Quinn, I got 
help almost instantly with ironing, 
bed making, folding and boot pol-
ishing. I just felt so welcomed. 
The next 7 weeks were filled with 
school work, POs, lots of meals, 

movie nights, basketball games and 
promotions of my fellow C Coy 
boys. It was great, but one thing 
wasn’t sitting well with me. Why 
haven’t I been promoted? At first 
I thought I wasn’t being promoted 
because I was doing something 
wrong or the people that had a say 
in my promotion just didn’t like me 
and didn’t think I was deserving 
of my Cadet. It just felt like pure 
chance. After one suspension, a 
charge and many lectures with staff, 
I knew how to improve and better 
myself. 
After my charge was over and a 
week had passed, the day I had 
been working and waiting so 
patiently for had come. Tuesday, 
promotions day, I woke up that 
morning and started my morning 
routine as usual. After my 10:30 
math class had finished, I made 
my way over to the mess hall for 
lunch. I washed my hands, formed 
up, fell in, sat down and began to 
eat my lunch for the day. Once I 

Feeling accomplished, and happy
C Company Report

Page 4
Continued on Page 5



Page 5

DBar Kapty

Hello, my name is Charles Kapty 
and I have been a student here at 
Robert Land for 1 1/2 years.  As 
you may know, Robert Land has a 
very strong extra-curricular pro-
gram with clubs every Wednesday 
and weekends filled with activities.  
These weekend activities include 
POs, sports, games, paintball and 
more.  These activities help keep 
everyone busy and therefore, out 
of trouble.  All of the activities help 
our time pass more quickly.  Aside 
from weekends, in the last months 
of school RLA runs some major op-
tional clubs, two of which are SCU-
BA diving where you obtain your 
PADI Open Water license and Para, 
where you go on a three-day camp-
ing trip to Grand Bend and skydive.  
This year I qualified for both clubs, 
but since Covid-19 lockdown was 
extended to June 19, I was only able 
to do one club as they occurred 
simultaneously.  I chose SCUBA.  
I have now completed two of the 
pool sessions where you learn basic 
things you need while diving.  We 
learned things such as clearing your 
mask, emergency procedures, and 

how to control our own buoyancy.  
So far I have really enjoyed it and 
love the floating feeling of being 
neutrally buoyant.  This Saturday 
and Sunday I will be tested on my 
SCUBA skills at the Welland SCU-
BA Park.  As long as I pass, I will 
earn my open water licence and 
be able to rent SCUBA equipment 
anywhere on the planet.  

All of these activities give us some-
thing to look forward to every 
week.  They help keep morale up 
because we get to do what we want 
and enjoy as well as work together 
in sports.  On the weekends, we 
also do PO’s (Performance Objec-

tives) which con-
sist of a 5km run 
in under 28mins, 
25 push ups, 36 
sit ups and 5 chin 
ups.  Since Robert 
Land has so many 
people from such 
diverse back-
grounds, some 
people struggle 
with the mini-
mum standards 
while others excel.  
Usually when 

people come to RLA they aren’t too 
physically fit, but when they leave, 
you see physical changes.  Since we 
are almost at the end, everyone is 
getting anxious and excited to go 
home for the summer while the 
staff are working and hoping to 
keep us responsible.  We are also 
starting our Final Projects, some 
worth 20% of our mark, so we are 
having more work time and less 
play.  I know that it will eventually 
end, and soon enough the Return-
ing Boys will be back while the 
non-Returning Boys start school 
elsewhere.  
Have a Safe and Enjoyable summer.

Activities something to look forward to
B Company Report

finished my meal I wiped down my 
table and sat back down, nervously 
waiting for the good news that had 
evaded my many times before. It 
finally happened. I was promoted to 
the rank of Cadet and I got my blue 
beret. It felt amazing but most of 
all that feeling of accomplishment 
came back. 
The feeling was short lived though. 
Later that day I ended up going 
back on suspension and seen on 

charge. Instead of trying to pass 
blame, deflect, lie and justify my 
actions, I took the advice of Lt. 
Austen. I chose to own up to my 
mistakes and be forthcoming 
instead of the usual denying and 
justifying. I can confidently say this 
pays off in so many ways. I learned 
a real life lesson that day. It’s better 
to own up to your mistakes, admit 
you’re wrong and move on instead 
of wallowing in your past mistakes. 
Overall, Robert Land Academy 
has 100% changed me for the 

better. When I went home for 
Stand Down, even my mother was 
surprised at how fit I looked. My 
grades are constantly improving, 
I’m eating three full healthy meals a 
day, interacting with boys my own 
age and constantly working on my 
fitness. Whether it’s in the class-
room or around campus, everyone 
here has so much wisdom to share. 
Coming to this school is one of the 
best decisions I have made in my 
short 17 years of life.

Continued from Page 4

A 100% change for the better



Dr. David Harley
Deputy Headmaster
June not only marks the onset of summer, warm 
weather, sunshine and transitions in climate.  It is also 
a time of transitions in life --- markedly graduations 
and marriages all of which represent life voyages into 
the unknown.  Graduations used to involve movements 
from elementary or junior school into high school 
or secondary school whereby it was understood that 
graduation from one level to another implied meeting 
or exceeding a fixed standard and therefore being 
prepared for what was to come.   Grade 8 graduation 
assumed preparedness for high school.   Back in the day, 
Grade 12 prepared students for community college or 
the workforce whereas Grade 13 prepared students for 
university.  When grade 13 was collapsed into a one fits 
all Grade 12 final year, there were growing pains that 
arguably have never been overcome.  Most of us felt 
that the extra year before university was a useful one 
in terms of maturity and perhaps better judgement.   
However, it was also the case that the Grade 13 courses 
complete with standardized provincial exams provided 
a transition into the subject centered world of university 
with a curriculum designed to dovetail into first year 
expectations.  That is no longer the case and was 
abandoned by the government after the demise of OAC 
courses that replaced the Grade 13 courses of old.  As 
one Ministry spokesperson  once proclaimed during a 
presentation to private school principals, high school 
is not and will never be again mere clearing house for 
universities and colleges. 
 
With the passing of time, the powers that be have 
identified all of these changes as being progressive but 
have never established a rubric by which this ‘progress’ 
could be measured.  However, given the introduction 
of no failure in the elementary panel, increased 
focus on child centered learning and the absence of 
academic competition, it was inevitable that these same 
characteristics introduced into the elementary panel 
would seep into the secondary school system.   And so, 
the presentation and delivery of high school changed.  
Instead of being preparatory to higher levels of education, 
the term ‘higher’ disappeared with a new focus on the 
fact that graduation from high school itself represented 
‘success’.  There were no different levels of success 
because this would infer logically that some students 
were more successful than others.   This in turn would 
lead to a sense of invalidation and sadness.  Therefore, 

success was not capable of 
being divided, compared or 
qualified.  This great leveling 
of human accomplishment 
has caused some to make the 
comparisons with Marxism 
where all workers were of 
equal value, and all paid the 
same whether digging holes 
or performing plastic surgery.  
This approach showed itself 
to be glaringly unsuccessful in both Russia and China.  
However, that these lessons have yet to be absorbed in 
other quarters. 
 
It remains to be seen just how such an approach can 
or possibly could be seen to prepare anyone for adult 
life.  It is left to the students to suffer the grim reality 
of the world beyond.  Over the past years I have met 
with increasing numbers of boys during the admissions 
process who were convinced that they could go into 
any university or post-secondary program that they 
wanted to if they were prepared to voluntarily attend 
and if their parents were prepared to pay for it.  This 
they considered as a given regardless of their level of 
academic achievement.  This is not a delusion that 
anyone in my generation would have shared.  Nor did 
we assume that the lifestyle provided by our parents 
formed a minimum guaranteed template for our future.  
If adjustment and mental health issues are on the rise, 
it should be of little surprise when we understand the 
level of frustration and difficulty that must accompany 
the entry into a world so unlike the one that children 
have left behind in school. 
 
Parents of Robert Land students may rest assured that 
the program that your sons have been immersed in was 
and has been designed to address these pitfalls.  Pride 
in effort, pride in accomplishments and the realization 
that competition is at heart the essence of our society.  
As in the the Olympics, human effort sets new records 
and in turn new goals.  Graduates from our school have 
not only been both prepared as well as warned about 
the challenges to come but taught that hard work and 
ambition can guide them towards ongoing success and 
fulfillment.  For all intents and purposes, ability without 
focus may as well not exist.   Together they provide 
the engine of our being, but determination provides 
coherence through time that continues the journey to 
the destinations along the way.

RLA Graduates prepared for life after school
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Major Bill Simmons
Academic Officer

At the beginning of the term 
my Grade 12 class examined 
Aristotle’s maxims for 
tragedy. In our examination 
we learned that the aim of 
a tragedian is to produce 
catharsis through fear and 
pity. We, the audience, 
endure a terrifying fall of 
the hero or heroine. When the catastrophe unfolds, 
we should be aroused with a purgation of emotions, 
having witnessed the devastating effects of human 
frailty. Walking out of the theatre unscathed, our 
elation allows us to reflect on our own lives. 
The focus of our discussion is catharsis. How can we 
even achieve an emotion that seems so profoundly 
transformative? Is catastrophe the only means to 
catharsis? The answer is no. The series of emotional 
events, for sure, is essential, but catharsis can be 
achieved in triumph as well. My example was tennis’ 
oldest and most prestigious tournament: Wimbledon. 
The champion must win seven rounds. Each point, 
each set, each game, and each match is filled with 
extremes of emotion – one minute up, another down. 
The crowds, the media, the physical and mental 
exhaustion, and the tangible proximity of everlasting 
greatness weighs on every player. Whether it is Billie 
Jean King, Serena Williams, Roger Federer or Novak 
Djokovic, when a champion overcomes the agony 
and wins match point, he or she invariably looks to 
the sky and falls in an emotional heap to the famous 
Wimbledon turf.  It’s overwhelming. Only through 
agony is catharsis possible.
Our students should feel some catharsis. They have 
endured oscillating emotions, they have dealt with 
isolation and restrictions, they have succeeded and 
failed, they have been through a series of events that 
have pushed them, sometimes unwillingly, to new 
personal limits. In leaving the Academy, they should 
feel catharsis. In leaving, however, we want the boys, 
like the unscathed theatre-goer, to reflect on their 
year and reflect on the actions that strengthen their 
character.    

Students should 
feel some
catharsis 

Rob Hancock

A diverse knowledge in
science and mathematics

Mr. (Rob) Hancock 
has tutored and 
taught at Robert 
Land Academy for 
two years.
He earned his 
Honours Bachelor of 
Science with a major 
in Microbiology from 
McMaster University. 
In addition, he 
received his Ontario 
Teachers’ Certificate 
from D’Youville College in Buffalo, New York. 
Since 2007, Rob has worked the District School Board 
of Niagara as a supply teacher and tutor. 
Rob comes from an interesting background. As a 
youngster he was relocated to Nigeria for a year 
while his father was employed by the World Bank 
to rebuild the Nigerian railway. In Grade 5, a young 
Robert won the Gold Medal in a poetry competition 
for Remembrance Day put on by the Royal Canadian 
Legion; that same poem was the runner-up on the 
national stage. In 1973, Rob was a member of the 
Brampton Citizens Band that played for Queen 
Elizabeth II. 
Before his teaching days began, Rob used his degree 
in high temperature colloids, refinery corrosion 
control, and medical diagnostic imagery. 
As a member of the Robert Land Academy teaching 
staff, Rob taught Grade 10 Science and has played 
a critical role in tutoring students through the 
pandemic. 
His diverse knowledge of Mathematics and Science 
has helped our students with an in-person aspect 
of learning that they desperately needed during 
the lockdown. Throughout the week and into the 
weekend, our students lined up for Rob’s guidance 
and help.

Getting to Know the Staff
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Throughout all my experiences 
in RLA I have been tested with a 
number of situations, some could 
be calculated and overcome, and 
some must just be endured. I have 
found not only my potential during 
my stay here, but my patience and 
discipline as well.
I think if the boy who came in 
September was to be given the 
opportunity to skydive, I think 
honestly, he would take it, but only 
out of ignorance. Ignorance of what 
it means to jump and the experi-
ence itself. I got a strong taste of 
reality when I let go of the strut of 
the plane, it didn’t feel like falling 
but like I was just there, high above 
the rest of the world, an experience 
I can’t explain. It was thrilling and 
beautiful. 
The experience as a whole made me 
think of how much I had accom-
plished this year; physically and 
mentally I had faced countless diffi-
culties, this year the most ever. The 
initial training course and practice, 
then waiting with anxiety and 
watching my friends taking their 
jump, reminded me of the difficul-
ties I faced, and the lessons learned. 
The freefall was the bliss that comes 
from the work I put in this entire 
year. I wouldn’t trade this expe-
rience for any other I’ve had here 
at the academy, and I truly thank 
RLA for giving me this opportunity.  
DBar Asher Salman

It was nice getting off campus, 
two and a half months after being 
home. We left at 9am on Monday, 
June 14th.  It felt like I was at home 
sitting in the car driving. It took us 
two hours to get to Grand Bend. 
This is where we camped for two 
nights and where we parachuted. 
We got to Grand Bend Parachuting, 
did classes for 6 hours, took a break 

and ate some hamburgers and sau-
sages. It was nice to have our own 
food and cook it all by ourselves. 
We had classes again at 8pm. It only 
took an hour. After that, we had all 
our time by ourselves. We spent the 
rest of the night throwing the Fris-
bee and talking. Tuesday was too 
windy to jump so we just chilled 
and went to the beach and a few of 
us went swimming just for like 10 
seconds. Lake Huron is very cold. 
Wednesday was amazing. I filled 
up the plane.  I put on my flight 
suit and parachute pack, and I got 
in the plane, went down the run-
way and then lifted off.  When Bob 
the instructor told me to get out 
of the plane and get on the strut, 
I just went with it and there I was 
Free Falling. Amazing.  One of the 
best experiences that I’ve had so 
far in my life. One of the best that 
I will ever have. From this trip I 
learned that I am trustworthy and 
responsible because there are only 
four people who got chosen and I 
was one of them. I’m very thankful 
that I was jumping out of a plane, 
and I have to check it off my bucket 
list, but it shows that I am part of 
a small percentage of people who 
have done this, it filled the empty 
spot of my life and has impacted 
me to fulfill my legacy even more.    
Bar Phoenix Whitehouse 

This was a beautiful and fun experi-
ence; skydiving is one of my favou-
rite things I’ve done in my life, it is 
just amazing.  Falling down in the 
free fall was just a beautiful thing, 
it just felt unreal as if we were just 
floating, seeing the beautiful view 
and that amazing feeling of seeing 
everything from a high altitude, is 
just a thing that everybody has to 
do at one point of their life. Nobody 
should die without parachuting or 
die trying. 
It was really fun because I was 
camping with two of my very good 
friends, Phoenix Whitehouse and 
Asher Salman. Whitehouse ate 64 
donuts, everybody complained 
about it because he did not let us 
have anything, but it was ok, he was 
just hungry. We were cooking our 
own food and making each other 
desserts and stuff like that.
It was a great experience and I hope 
I can do it again sometime in the 
future.

The beautiful experience of skydiving
At Left the students who took 
part in the skydiving trip 
receive their wing pins from 
LCol Smid
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You have weathered a tough year well
ASM Paul Zahra

We made it! It’s the end 
of the year. We’ve had 
difficult years in the past, 
but this one ranks up 
with some of the most 
difficult ones in my 30 
years at the Academy. 
From having leaves taken 
away from you for your 
health and well-being to 
online learning and no 
access to the gym and its 
amenities for the better 
part of the second semes-
ter, being isolated in your 
companies at times… 
gentlemen, you weath-
ered it well. I know many 
adults that had a difficult 
time and had more chal-
lenges adjusting than you 
have.  That speaks to your 
strength of character and 

will serve you well in the 
future. 
  
This year is not a nor-
mal year, from missing 
all off-campus activities, 
parades, community 
service in our local areas, 
no Bataan Death March, 
Massanutten, spring ex, 
and many more out trips 
that make Robert Land 
Academy a great school 
to attend. The fall ex was 
not the normal fall ex 
without our sister schools 
from down south, the 
New Mexico national 
guard, and RMC. We 
missed the camaraderie 
of the interaction be-
tween the schools which 
makes the fall ex such 
a unique event.  I am 
so looking forward to 

going back to our normal 
routine. I’m also excited 
to be able to showcase 
your talent and skills to 
our guests when they can 
attend our campus once 
again. I also look for-
ward to taking groups of 
boys off campus, I always 
have people stop and 
ask where we are from 
because you are so polite 
and well-mannered.  I’m 
proud to tell anyone that 
asks where we are from. 
  
For the graduates, I am 
in contact with many old 
boys, the boys that have 
been most successful 
in university and life, 
have taken the values 
with them and have 
incorporated them into 
their everyday lives. The 

values are a great guide to 
live your life, the values 
will help and guide you 
through difficult times. 
To the rest of the boys 
coming back and moving 
on, I look forward to see-
ing you and hearing from 
you, have a great sum-
mer, and good luck to 
all of you in your future 
endeavors. 

Everyone is looking forward to 
the lazy days of summer, but it is 
important to keep in mind health 
and safety measures.  Excessive 
heat and sunny days can cause 
heatstroke and sunburns.  Where 
possible, stay in a cool shaded area 
and drink plenty of water.  Avoid 
over-exertion by allowing more 
time for outside work and exercise 
in the early morning or later in the 
evening to avoid the heat of the 
day.  Sunscreen should be applied 
several times a day even if it is an 
overcast day. 
 
A favourite pastime for many is 
family picnics at the beach.  When 
packing food that will not be 
consumed until later in the day, 
it is important to keep perishable 

items cold.  Use a proper food 
cooler with ice packs and keep in 
mind that some food items such 
as mayonnaise and lunch meat 
can cause food poisoning if left in 
the heat for extended periods of 
time.  Restrict the consumption 
of non-hydrating liquids such as 
alcohol, coffee, tea, and soft drinks. 
 
Many people suffer from allergies 
to bees, and they should always 
carry an EpiPen.  Wearing a 
medical alert bracelet or necklace 
indicating such an allergy should 
be considered if the allergy is 
life-threatening and are unable 
to communicate in the event of a 
sting. 
 
Sadly, the summer takes many 
lives by drowning.  If you are 

going to be boating or swimming 
never mix alcohol with these 
activities, keep lifejackets or life 
preservers within reach. 
 
Have a great summer from the 
Health and Safety Committee.

Health & Safety

Have A 
Safe &
Happy

Summer!
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Lance Corporal Jolly-Blackned

Good afternoon Lt. Colonel Smid, 
staff, parents and fellow students, I 
am pleased and honoured to speak 
to you on behalf of the Grade 8 
graduating class. Lt. Jones would 
often start every morning with an 
inspirational quote. I would like to 
do the same. The American Navy 
Seal runner and motivation speak-
er, David Goggins once said “if you 
can get through doing things that 
you hate to do, on the other side is 
greatness.” There are a lot of things 
at Robert Land Academy that are 
uncomfortable: inspections, the Fall 
Exercise, drill with the ASM, online 
classes, POs and waiting for stand 
downs. According to Goggins, 
these are the things that have made 
us great. COVID has made it even 
more challenging, but we are here 
with shows that we fought through 
it. In September we might have 
been scared, frustrated or angry 
that we were sent to the Academy. 
But today we can feel great because 
did things we hated. Today we 
can feel proud of our accomplish-
ments because we worked hard and 
finished the year when the entire 
world struggled with a pandemic. 
We did not make it here alone. We 
need to thank the staff who encour-
aged us to work toward greatness. 
Captain Bowman was our leader. 
He always helped us to work to-
ward our full potential. He showed 
that he cared about everyone – 
which is why we crowded around 
him wanting to talk about our 
problems. We enjoyed his sense of 

humour. We won’t forget that after 
singing Grace without harmony 
he would say “stay in school fellas.” 
He always told us that his door was 
always open, and we thank you for 
caring. 
CSM Galadja’s jokes got us through 
long days. He was always up for 
fishing and watching the Toronto 
Maple Leafs lose.  We cannot forget 
that if we had a bad day, a rough 
phone call or a difficult night he 
was there to talk and help us. 
CSM Alfieri was also a Maple 
Leafs fan, but he was not a loser. 
He was always encouraging us that 
we could make it through, saying, 
hey “it’s just two nights” or “we’re 
almost there”. We would not be here 
today without you. 
We will always remember Lt. Jones 
for his positive encouragement, his 
good advice, and his frustration at 
being interrupted by the page sys-
tem when he was in the middle of 
his scientific genius. Lt. Jones was 
not just a teacher. He was someone 
to talk to and he was always there. 
We learned about school but we 
also learned about life. 
2Lt. Sinclair helped push us 
through when we thought we were 
too tired or when things got too 
hard. If we fell behind in class, she 
helped us catch up. If something 
seemed difficult, she made it easy. 
You always made our day better. 
I could write paragraphs and 
paragraphs about how the staff 
has helped us. To sum it up, we 
wouldn’t have made it this far 
without you. So, thank you to all 
the staff. 

We also have to thank our parents 
for sending us to the Academy. We 
weren’t happy with you for taking 
us away from video games, our 
friends, television, and our cell 
phones. But today we should realize 
that taking us away from the things 
we love, like Goggins said, was to 
make us greater. Although we think 
WE sacrificed, we know that it was 
not easy for you. Thank you. To my 
mom and dad, I am deeply thankful 
for what you guys did for me, and 
I know that your decision was not 
easy. I love you for giving me the 
challenge to be greater. 
To my fellow graduates, I know it 
was tough, but my dad always said 
“tough times don’t last, but tough 
people do.” Enjoy your family and 
enjoy your summer. 
Thank you for coming out today. 
Congratulations to the Grade 8 
Class of 2021. 

Making it through a tough year to greatness
Grade 8 Valedictory Address
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Warrant Officer Yao

Good afternoon Lt. Colonel Smid, 
parents, friends and fellow gradu-
ates. My name is WO Ning Yao, and 
I am very honored to have the op-
portunity to speak on behalf of the 
Grade 12 graduating class of 2021. 
I should begin this speech by 
thanking my parents for having the 
courage to send me to Robert Land 
Academy, not just once, but twice. 
Like many of my peers, I remember 
how much I hated the discipline 
and structure of the Academy. I 
remember how much I wanted to 
escape to something more com-
fortable. Today I am happy with my 
parents’ decision. Today I am happy 
because I am escaping. However, in 
my escape I have grown stronger, 
become positive, learned to reflect 
on my actions, and I have been 
accepted to a university that I never 
would have believed I could get 
into.

As soon as we stepped on the Acad-
emy grounds, we were asked to 
change. We lost our beautiful locks. 
We lost our cell phones. We lost 
our designer clothes. We lost our 
freedom. We lost all our privilege, 
and gained the opportunity to be 
ourselves.

Our first semester at the Academy 
is filled with adversity and strug-
gle. At first the discipline and rules 
seem ridiculous and unnecessary. 
There are consequences for every 
little thing: push-ups, jumping 
jacks, laps, suspension, and more 
push-ups. It felt like God was play-

ing a joke on us. In the beginning it 
seemed like the staff just bellowed 
and barked and gave us discipline 
for entertainment. The loudest 
voices were the trio of ASM Zah-
ra, Major Simmons, and of course 
Captain Lee. The only way to es-
cape these voices in your head was 
to use our one phone call a week or 
our letters home to convince our 
parents that they had made a very 
bad mistake. Our phone calls were 
supposed to be a happy time with 
your family, but the reality was they 
were calls filled with screaming, 
arguing and crying. In our first se-
mester we did not attempt change; 
we attempted to escape. Because 
our parents understood that suf-
fering develops our personalities, 
our phone calls started with des-
peration but ended with the hope 
that if we do well we would be free. 
Some of you thought, according to 
your parents, you would be free a 
lot earlier than today. We thank our 
parents for giving us more suffer-

ing.

At this time we felt very unfortu-
nate that we were not one of the 
free birds to have escaped. Last 
year we were hit by the COVID-19 
pandemic. Just when we thought 
Robert Land staff created all the 
restrictions, we met the Ontario 
government. Public health mea-
sures restricted our already limited 
freedom. We could no longer play 
school sports, have group activi-
ties, cadet leaves or stand downs. It 
seemed like all our fun was tak-
en away. We had masks, cohorts, 
distancing, sanitizing, PCR testing, 
and online classes. Everything 
seemed grey.

Although the virus was raging in 
the outside world, inside the Acad-
emy we were safe. Lt. Colonel Smid 
did the opposite of other schools. 
He did not run from COVID but 
came into our barracks and was a 
part of our student body. He told 
both our parents and us the truth 
about the pandemic, he answered 
our questions and co-operated 
with parents and students to get 
us safely through the year with the 
best opportunity to achieve our 
potential. The transition to on-
line learning was difficult for both 
teachers and students. Captain 
Stock and Lt. Andrews designed 
a safe environment for us to focus 
on our studies. Major Simmons 
rescheduled the timetable and class 
schedule with efficiency and ac-
curacy that ensured every student 

Gaining the opportunity to be ourselves
Grade 12 Valedictory Address

Continued on Page 12
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and teacher kept on progressing. 
Their difficult jobs made it easy and 
convenient for us to learn and hand 
in work. Our CSMs and Company 
staff supervised us to keep us from 
distractions that we would have 
had at home. The teachers worked 
together with students to transition 
into online learning; they worked to 
make virtual classes interesting by 
interacting with students and mini-
mize the effect of online difficulties.

We found ways to have fun and feel 
free outside the classroom too. Capt 
Rideout and MWO Kivell arranged 
lots of colourful activities for the 
weekends and stand downs. CSMs 
took us fishing, Captain Dyson 
took us canoeing, and the ASM 
taught us bush craft and cooked 
us sausages and marshmallows 
over the fire. CSM Scott took us on 
long bike rides - being on the bikes 
gave us a sense of relaxed freedom. 
MWO Shaffer had campfires and 
campouts with B Coy. All of these 
activities drew our attention away 
from the abyss of the grey and 
allowed us to look up toward the 
blue sky.

For graduates and C Company 
students, Captain Lee led us to a 
better physical lifestyle and mental 
resilience. He taught us CrossFit 
movements, designed workout pro-
grams, and worked out with us. The 
exercise helped strengthen our im-
mune system to fight the virus. His 
inspiration and leadership-by-ex-
ample improved our morale. He 
taught us to be strong throughout 
our entire workouts and that, as 

Grade 12 graduates, we should live 
our lives the same way: start strong 
and end strong.

Over the past year, I have felt a lot 
of pressure as the Head Boy. At 
times, I was overwhelmed, but I 
was lucky to have Dr. Brown and 
CSM Scott. Who taught me that a 
suitable amount of stress is a great 
motivator, but happiness is the 
greatest principle for life. They in-
spired me to balance my emotions 
with the adversity and stress to find 
the happiness in life. Return from 
all the difficulties and sufferings 
you will find yourself stronger and 
better.

I want to say to the boys of A-coy: 
This year, your achievements in the 
difficult environments of COVID 
and RLA were impressive. You are 
young. It’s normal to make mis-
takes. But you need to do the right 
thing at the right time so that you 
don’t put pressure on yourself. Life 
will be easier.

I would like to say to the teenagers 
of B-coy: Enjoy the leisure time 
of 9th and 10th grades. Eat, sleep, 

and exercise well. You will have a 
healthy spirit and a strong body to 
meet the challenges of the 11th and 
12th-grade courses and the teach-
er’s Spurs. The horror of Dr. Brown, 
Capt K, and Major Simmons are no 
joke.

I want to say to the young man of 
C-coy: Exercise more, learn more, 
and think more. Exercise makes 
you healthy; learning makes you 
humble; thinking makes you grow. 
Face the challenge with a positive 
attitude. The ideal university offer is 
the most beautiful rainbow after the 
storm.

Finally, I sincerely thank my family, 
teachers, staff, and classmates who 
have accompanied me through the 
years. Thank you for the support, 
teaching, guidance, and happiness 
that you brought me as I grew up. 
Without you, I would not be the me 
I am today. I wish RLA’s students, 
teachers, and staff, have a safe and 
happy summer vacation with your 
family and friends.

Thank you.

Continued from Page 11

Face the challenges with a positive attitude



New beginnings for RCAC as year ends
RCAC Report

2968 Royal Canadian Army Cadets 

It is the end of the training year 
for 2968 Royal Canadian Army 
Cadets, the Cadet Corps associ-
ated with Robert Land Academy. 
It has been a strange and some-
what difficult year for the Corps 
as we tried to maintain high 
quality training in the face of a 
global pandemic. We are proud 
that all of our Cadets were kept 
safe from the looming spectre of 
COVID.  We were able to com-
plete many of the training ob-
jectives through on line training 
and the use of school resources 
and club time.

According to the Roman stoic 
philosopher Seneca, every new 
beginning comes from some 
other beginning’s end. There are 
already some green shoots visi-
ble, even at this early time.
For the first time in many years, 
the Corps will begin the training 
year with a Master Warrant Of-
ficer.  Warrant Officer Nicholas 
M was promoted to MWO last 
week. Nicholas joined Cadets in 
2016 and has had a wide vari-
ety of training and experiences 
through the program, including 
summer expedition training in 
Whitehorse, NWT. His many ex-
periences with Cadets have pre-
pared him well for the challenges 
and responsibilities of serving as 
the Regimental Sergeant Ma-
jor of 2968 RCACC next year. 
We also had an important staff 

promotion as 
Officer Cadet 
Stewart Jones 
has been pro-
moted to Sec-
ond Lieutenant. 
Prior to joining 
the Canadian 
Forces, 2Lt 
Jones served 
with 2968 as a 
volunteer and 
as a Civilian 
Instructor. Mil-
itary staff of the 
cadet corps are members of the 
Canadian Forces and are Class A 
Reserve Officers. As a 2Lt, Stew-
art is now a commissioned offi-
cer in the Canadian Forces. We 
look forward to his continued 
contributions to the corps. In the 
next training year, we also look 
forward to two more of our staff 
joining the Canadian Forces. 
Civilian Instructor JT Lewis and 
Civilian Instructor Geoff Bow-
man have competed the initial 
intake process and are awaiting 
final interviews.

2968 RCACC “Robert Land 
Academy” will also have a new 
name next year. For years, there 
has been an important associa-
tion between Robert Land Acad-
emy and the 1st Canadian Para-
chute Battalion. The new name, 
2968 RCACC “1st Canadian 
Parachute Battalion” will reflect 
our continued relationship with 
1 Can Para.  We will be incorpo-

rating their history and stories 
into our training program.

We look forward to having all 
RLA students participate in 
RCAC training in 2021-2022. 
This will effectively double 
the size of the cadet corps and 
provide exciting opportunities 
and training to all RLA students. 
While we look back at the past 
year with enjoyment, we look 
forward to the new beginning of 
next year with excitement and 
anticipation. 
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Chris MacLeod
RLA 88-91

The Alumni Committee has been 
working very hard since our last 
update. We have been able to make 
great progress on the planning and 
funding for the new RLA Mon-
ument Sign Legacy Project. We 
have been able to secure a donor 
for the metal portion of the sign 
and we are very close to securing a 
donation of the required stone. We 
have received a few more mone-
tary donations and we have raised 
some additional funds through 
our recently piloted dog tag sales 
initiative. That said, we still need 
your help.

Over the next few weeks we will be 
framing out a build schedule that 
I expect will comprise 2-3 days/
weekends in August and Septem-
ber . We are so close to making 
this project a reality so if you can 
donate time, materials or financial 

resources I would love to chat with 
you about this project. Please reach 
out to the school directly and they 
will get us connected. No amount 
of time/resource is too small. Many 
hands make light work so every 
little bit helps. 

As a reminder RLA is a registered 
charity and tax receipts will  be 
issued for each donation.

I Hope to hear from you.
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Help build an Alumni Legacy Project at RLA
Alumni Association Report

A First Draft of the Sign

Thank youThank you
Your support of  the Academy throughout the past 
academic year is warmly appreciated. Whether a 
donation to one of  our campaigns, time working on 
a committee, participation in our fundraising events, 
or simply support of  the staff  and the program, you 
have aided in the mission of  the Academy and the 
success of  both our program and our students. 

www.GiveToRLA.ca

For Your SupportFor Your Support



Tue Oct 5 - Thu Oct 7, 2021
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Dave Lehman
1984-1986

When I was growing up, in 
Hamilton, Ontario, I was quite an 
active kid;

I was very active with friends, I 
played football, and my classes in 
school were very good. My dreams, 
since I was very young, were to be 
with the Canadian Armed Forces.
I often played with my friends, 
after school, as well as I worked 
with a friend of mine, delivering 
newspapers 6 days a week.

On March 1, 1982, whilst delivering 
newspapers, I was run over by a car. 
I was in a coma, paralyzed and had 
brain surgery. 
I had much tutoring, and needed 
to learn many things all over again, 
yet my dreams were still to be in the 
military.

It was discovered that Robert Land 
Academy, a small, private school, 
would be perfect for me. Not so 
many kids in each class, more 
concentrating and beneficial for my 
academics.

I was a rather nervous kid, 
adjusting to new people, and new 
environments, but all was good.
I attended Robert Land Academy 
from September 1984, through 
to June of 1986. It was indeed an 
experience that means so much to 
me, to this day.

Following my few years at Robert 
Land Academy, I went back to my 
family, in Hamilton, and continued 
my schooling in Hamilton. After 
graduating from secondary high 
school, I moved to Toronto, for 
college, giving me a new life, or a 

new start, in Toronto.
I attended college for about a 
year, but as it never panned out, I 
found work in the security field, in 
Toronto, which I had been working 
from 1994 to this day. 

Doing which, keeping self-discipline 
I learned at RLA, helps me a great 
deal, to this day.  In fact since 
about 2010, I learned of Robert 
Land Academy alumni groups and 
meets, via Facebook, which I had 
taken part with since. This is great, 
keeping close with those that I grew 
with as brothers, years before. 

My opportunity to give back to RLA
Where are RLA Alumni Now?

Raid The Bruce - AGAIN! 
Complete the RLA Fall Exercise in 2021

as an Alumni of the Academy

Alumni can take part in the entire three-day exercise, the final march to 
Queenston Heights on the last day or an alumni BBQ at the end of the 
march. Some restrictions do apply.

For more information email rlaoldboys@gmail.com

Tue Oct 5 - Thu Oct 7, 2021
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Krista Birkbeck
Family Guild

Here we are at the end of another 
academic year, and this year has 
been like no other!  For our family, 
it was the first year as RLA parents.  
It was our son’s first experience at 
living away from home.  Living sep-
arately from your school aged child 
does not feel natural.  It fights every 
maternal instinct out there.  As 
much as we struggled with our son, 
and as a family, leading up to the 
decision to enroll in Robert Land, 
we struggled after he left too.  
Thinking it would make me feel 
closer to him, I slept in our son’s 
bed the first night he was away.  
Turns out, he has a really firm 
mattress and these motherly hips 
can’t take it!  At least by morning, 
I had a physical excuse for the 
emotional tears I had shed the day 
before.  In our home, we must walk 
by our son’s bedroom every day.  
My husband and I would play this 
game with his bedroom door.  I 
liked the door shut; seeing his bed, 
his toys and Lego, the comforts 
and things that make him happy, 
was too painful for me so I would 
shut the door.  Out of sight, out of 
mind.  My husband took comfort in 
seeing those familiar things, saying 
it made it feel like he wasn’t so far 
away, so he would open the door.  
So, for the last 10 months we’ve 
played this game back and forth, 
and most recently in excited antic-
ipation of our son residing in his 
room full time once again.  
The first few weeks were the hardest 
for me.  I’m used to interacting with 
all my children on a daily basis; a 
quick hair tussle here, a hug there, 

a joke and laugh, some one-on-one 
time, and most importantly our 
habitual “best and worst” discus-
sion before bed every night.  With 
the pandemic at its height just as 
we enrolled our son, the typical 
stand down schedule was, under-
standably, out the window – but 
that made a big change even tough-
er.  We got to see him less than a 
typical year.  
A large part of our surviving year 
one was listening to the sage ad-
vice and guidance of the school.  
Keeping a strict schedule at home, 
setting out expectations up front 
and sticking to the consequences if 
said expectations were not met.  We 
also had the difficult conversations.  
At first, we told our son, it was a 
‘play it by ear’ plan, while simulta-
neously informing the school that 
we would be with them for the next 
four years.  We finally came around 
to having the hard discussion 
informing our son RLA would be 
his entire high school experience.  
As a sensitive person myself, I had 
to learn not to attach myself to my 
sons’ emotions – which as a mother 
can be challenging!  In my head I 
was thinking, “he should be more 

thankful, he should have a better 
attitude” but on the outside I was 
like Elsa…trying to just “Let it go…
let it go” and for me, that seemed to 
work.  Yeah, he griped a bit about 
doing a certain chore, but if I set 
the expectation and then walked 
away, it got done!  
Lastly, we CELEBRATED the 
weekends and standdowns when 
our son was home.  We made his 
favorite meals.  We visited shops he 
liked and let him spend his money 
the way he wanted to.  We watched 
funny movies that we still laugh 
about now, seeing as they ‘stole’ two 
hours of our lives!  And as I type 
this, I’m planning yet another cele-
bration accomplishment.  A FULL 
academic year at Robert Land 
Academy COMPLETED.  In case 
you’re wondering, on pick up day 
we’ll be the loud annoying parents 
with party smackers and balloons 
welcoming our son home  (and we 
may reuse them again in September 
when he leaves...KIDDING!) 
From everyone at the Family Guild, 
we are wishing you, your son and 
your whole family a wonderful and 
safe summer season.  See you in the 
fall! 

Surviving year one as RLA parents
Family Guild Report


