














Bruce Ness
RLA Head Chef

  Growing up in Toronto, Bruce struggled with the 
public school system due to his dyslexia.  Finally 
�nding himself at Robert Land Academy for his grade 
11 and 12 years, Bruce was able to thrive under the 
program. Graduating in 1983 with a number of Acad-
emy awards – including Valedictorian – Bruce transi-
tioned to work for a number of years in the Hotel and 
Foods industry. �is included a stint at the Windsor 
Arms Hotel where he began his apprenticeship as a 
chef.  During his apprenticeship, Bruce distinguished 
himself as the “messiest but hardest working guy in the 
kitchen”. 
  Starting at the Academy 25 years ago, Bruce remem-
bers the humble beginnings in the old dining hall with 
the chest freezers in the basement and the back end of 
an old Daisy Milk delivery truck as the walk in fridge, 
the Academy dining hall is now the centre piece of the 
school’s cap badge.  Operating a full scale industrial 
kitchen and overseeing eight sta�, Bruce and his team 
turn out three healthy and delicious meals a day. 
  Bruce believes that you can’t just take from life. You 
have to contribute something. �is is his way of con-
tributing that something back.  He truly believes that 
RLA does great things for its boys.   Bruce works hard 
every day to show the boys that there is life a�er RLA 
and that the Values work. He is honoured to be a part 
of the Academy team and in the words of Chef Ness 
“Food in an institutional setting doesn’t have to be 
institutional.” 

From RLA Valedictorian to RLA Chef
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Alumni can stay in touch with RLA 
through the website at:

Alumni can connect with each
other and RLA through Facebook:

Follow RLA

Photos of events, upcoming 
events and news about RLA 
are posted frequently.

Support RLA
Robert Land Academy is a not-for-pro�t organization. School fees cover the 
costs to run the school including sta�, utilities, food, and supplies. Extras for 
the boys, such as the purchase of canoes and bikes to supplement the outdoor 
activities, as well as upgrades to the physical campus are funded through 
donations to the school.
Scholarships, o�ered through the Founder’s Scholarship Fund, are also funded 
solely through donations. 
Your donation to the school will help us provide the opportunities and 
experiences to our current students that enable us to help them reach their true 
potential and will enable us to help many more young men. 
�ank you for your continued support of the school and the students.
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Where are RLA Alumni Now?


